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would benefit if he were to stay out there catching as many fish as he could for as many 
of the kids as he could, but even if the bullies were to use their power to force him to do 
so, eventually Gilligan would become so weakened by malnutrition that he could not con-
tinue. Alliances offer a way out of such self-defeating situations by providing security within 
anarchy. Gilligan can make a deal with the Skipper, offering to catch two fish—one for the 
bully and one for himself. In return, he asks the Skipper to protect him from all the others 
who might want his fish. In other words, the Skipper and Gilligan form an alliance. Gilligan 
gives up part of the yield of his labor in return for protection. He is buying security, in the 
form of the ability to eat his own fish, by sharing his resources with the bully who can pro-
tect him. Unlike the circumstances of the formation of Bobsville, Gilligan and the Skipper 
are not joining together to promote their common good; each is pursuing his individual 
interests.*

* This is actually an arguable point. Both in Bobsville and in this island scenario, everyone who participates in the group is better 
off, and even though one dynamic is cooperative and one is coercive, the end result is the same.

Pointless Figure 2.1 �Anarchy Versus Hierarchy: Power and Politics on Gilligan’s Island Because Game of 
Thrones was Really, Really Hard to Figure Out
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